POPULAR TALES

sprang after him, caught him by the coat, and, with the most
violent protestations, denied the truth of all she had said. The
look he gave her cannot be described; he rudely plucked the
skirt from her grasp, and rushed out of the house.

All day and all night she neither saw nor heard of him: in
the morning he was brought home, accompanied by a surgeon,
in the carriage of a gentleman who had been his second, dan-
gerously wounded.

He was six weeks confined to his bed; and, in the first
moment of doubt expressed by the surgeon for his life, she
expressed contrition which was really sincere: but, as he re-
covered, former bickerings were renewed; and the terms on
which they lived gradually became what they had been.

Neither did his duel regain that absurd reputation for which
he fought; it was malignantly said he had neither the courage
to face a man, nor the understanding to govern a wife.

Still, however, Mrs. Germaine consoled herself with the
belief that the most shocking circumstance of his having been
partner in a manufactory was a profound secret. Alas! the
fatal moment arrived when she was to be undeceived in this
her last hope. Soon after Mr. Germaine recovered from his
wounds she gave a splendid ball, to which the neighbouring-
nobility and gentry were invited. She made it a point, with
all her acquaintance, to come on this grand night.

The more importance the Germaines set upon success, and
the more anxiety they betrayed, the more their enemies enjoyed
the prospect of their mortification. All the young belles, who
had detested Miss Maude Germaine for the airs she used to give
herself at county assemblies, now leagued to prevent their
admirers from accepting her invitation. All the married ladies
whom she had outshone in dress and equipage, protested they
were not equal to keep up an acquaintance with such pro-
digiously fine people ; and that, for their part, they must make
a rule not to accept of such expensive entertainments, as it was
not in their power to return them.

Some persons of consequence in the county kept their deter-
mination in doubt, suffered themselves to be besieged daily
with notes and messages, and hopes that their imaginary coughs,
headaches, and influenzas were better, and that they would
find themselves able to venture out on the I5th. When the
coughs, headaches, and influenzas could hold out no longer,
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